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REGION DEBUTS ‘STREET SMART’' PEDESTRIAN SAFETY CAMP AIGN
AS WARMER WEATHER, DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME RETURN
More “Street Life” Means More Street Deaths anduimgs, Statistics Show

Arlington, Va. — Regional leaders joined by thegifia secretary of transportation today
launched a comprehensive public education and achreampaign to reduce pedestrian deaths and
injuries throughout the Washington metropolitarear&Vith pedestrian fatalities outnumbering homesid
in many of the participating jurisdictions, leadeosved to work together to heighten awareness about
and change behavior toward pedestrian safety.

Under the auspices of the Metropolitan Washingtonr@il of Governments, the “Street Smart”
campaign is aimed at young drivers who are involvesl majority of pedestrian collisions. The cangpai
materials urge drivers to “Imagine the Impact” ba tives and families of both pedestrians and dsive
resulting from a traffic incident. The ads featteal people telling their stories and stress tthesrfor
driver and pedestrian behavior at crosswalks. teand resonant advertisements will promote
awareness during the [one-month?] [$400,000?&] blilocal media outlets and transit services.

“All of us are pedestrians, so pedestrian safetynigsersally important,” said Chris Zimmerman,
chairman of the Metropolitan Washington TranspataPlanning Board. “But it is particularly releva
at this time of year. With the return to Daylig@sdvings Time this month, warmer weather, schoofalin
swing and the start of the tourist season, moregtedns will be on the streets and sidewalks.”

The Federal Highway Administration estimates thpédestrian is killed or injured every seven
minutes on our nation’s roadways. Nationally, stdan fatalities have risen the past two yeamsraft
nearly a decade of steady decline. In the MetrtgnoNVashington-area, approximately 30 pedestrigns d
each year and more than one thousand are injurest pédestrian fatalities in the region occur immel

weather conditions (89 percent) and at night (65qrd).
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In January, a 58-year-old Silver Spring pedestwas struck and killed in crossing New
Hampshire Avenue at Eldrid Drive. Significantligetvictim was in a crosswalk and it was daylighB(6
a.m.). She was running to catch a bus and themdtuwvned into the crosswalk against a red light.

Education, engineering and enforcement are theéth's” of pedestrian safety.

Theeducationcomponent of the campaign targets both pedestaiadgrivers, and includes
information about devices designed to enhance pémiesafety, such as important points for theafse
crosswalks, pedestrian warning signs, pedestrgmats and reflective materials for nighttime safety
Reaching Latino audiences is a key emphasis cdwageness program, with radio ads and print ads and
pamphlets in Spanish.

Nighttime visibility is one of the most importanégestrian safety issues — national statistics show
that almost 50 percent of pedestrian fatalitiesiobetween the hours of 6 p.m. and midnight. The
campaign encourages schoolchildren and the pubtarry a flashlight and wear reflective materials
when walking at night or early in the morning wheis dark.

Engineering includes improved sightlines, signals and markiagd the use of technology, such
as the laser detector and the “runway” lightingdwrsswalks demonstrated at today’s event. Other
innovations, such as pedestrian “countdown” sigasésbecoming increasing prevalent across themegio

Locally, Montgomery County, Prince George’s Couautyl the City of Takoma Park, Maryland
recently launched a majenforcementeffort — committing more than sixty law enforcernefficials to
cite violations that police feel could lead to aesits.

Complementing the regional effort, local jurisdicts are implementing their own pedestrian
safety initiatives. All programs focus on puldvareness/education and physical improvements at

crosswalks to include improved striping, lightingdasignage.

HHH

District of Columbiae Bowie @ College Parle Frederick County Gaithersburg Greenbelte Montgomery County Prince George's Counsy
Rockville ¢ Takoma Parle Alexandriae Arlington County e Fairfaxe Fairfax Countys Falls Churche Loudoun Countp Manassa®
Manassas Park Prince William County



